86          MODERN CHRISTENDOM IN THE -LEVANT.

ians, most of whom were subjected to his jurisdic-
tion, Maltese, lonians, &c.; but he understood very
well, that the capitulations themselves are not only a
brevet of impunity for incorrigible malefactors, but
also that they give to the Mussulman inhabitants of
the country a very sorry opinion of the impartiality
and of the retributive justice of the Christian powers.
Moreover, this Ambassador attempted on several
occasions to come to an understanding with his
colleagues, in order to bring about a provisional
revision of the clauses, until such time as the modi-
fied measures might become official and have the
force of law. But he never succeeded. His efforts
were constantly shattered against the Muscovite non
possumus, or the absence of special instructions on
the part of the other representatives. Thanks to
this regrettable policy, the Mussulman population
continues to enjoy the edifying spectacle afforded to
them by thieves and assassins walking about free as
air, from Buyukdereh to Pera; their pockets filled
with plunder, and a bloody dagger in their belt; and
in broad day pursuing, even into the coffee-houses,
the victims of their audacity! If a rayah robs a
European of a single para, there are not guards
enough to lay hands upon him, or law enough to
punish him: the rope or a drowning in the Bos-
phorus seem to be the only punishments capable